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Chairman Delzer called the committee back to order. The bill is regarding service dogs. 

Rep. Jim Kasper, District �����!�bI brought a simple little friendly amendment on SB 2344 to 
clarify the $50, 000 that is currently in the bill for defraying expenses of training service 
dogs. The GVA Committee had stripped out the $50,000 on the floor and we simply had 
Section 2 of the bill on the floor and the vote was to put Section 1 back into the bill, and 
Rep. Boehning has come up with a friendly amendment. Rep. Kasper went over the 
proposed amendment .02006. (See proposed amendment . 02006) I hope the committee 
would adopt the amendment regardless of what you do with the bill. 

Chairman Delzer: On the bill there was some discussion on the House floor about the 
words 'service dogs, ' is that the right wording to use going forward? 

Rep. Kasper: We did not discuss that. 

Chairman Delzer: If we change it to 'shall consider' a study instead of 'shall' study. Do you 
care if we change that? 

Rep. Kasper: No, that is not a major concern. Shall or shall consider doesn't matter. The 
one thing about the study in the area of veteran's benefits you might want to be sure that 
these service dogs are providing the function and result that we were being told they are. 
It might be more of verification? 

Chairman Delzer: The study doesn't say anything about the dogs at all does it? 

Rep. Kasper: No, it's more of a study of veterans' benefits. 

Rep. Grande: When we had this discussion in GVA last session we talked about funding 
this out of postwar trust fund. Was there any discussion about that especially now that we 
have increased the amount that is going into the postwar trust fund? 

Rep. Kasper: No. The bill as you see it came to the committee; there was zero discussion 
about whether we should take it from the post war trust fund. 
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Rep. Skarphol: We've been talking about staying away from specifying a dollar amount for 
things. What about the $1 2, 500; is that a figure that is low or is that the approximately cost 
to do this? Why would you care what it cost i f  you could get six of them done for the 
$50,000? 

Rep. Kasper: During testimony in the committee, the lady that owns and operates the 
service dog training indicated the training takes about two years and between $1 2, 000 to 
$1 5,000 over the period of time to train the dog appropriately. 

06:05 
Rep. Skarphol: If she offered to do six of them for $50,000 why would you not take i t? 

Rep. Kasper: The amendment says the payment may not exceed $1 2,500 per dog so i t  
can be less. 

Rep. Skarphol: It also says no more than four dogs. 

Rep. Kasper: It does. If you want to amend that amendment I don't see where the 
committee would have any problem. You may not get a full payment per dog, but it 
certainly would go toward defraying the cost of more dogs. 

Chairman Delzer: Further questions for Rep. Kasper? 

Rep. Brandenburg: The $50, 000, who is that going to? What are the veterans going to do 
with this? 

Rep. Kasper: On the amendment #1 , it says "a payment under this section may be made 
by the department of veterans' affairs only upon the completion of the service dog's 
training. If the dog has been trained, I would assume the process would be the training 
company would go to the department of veterans' affairs and give the information to the 
department and ask for the reimbursement so it is a process. 

Chairman Delzer: Did you discuss how they are paying for them now, and who is  paying 
for them? 

Rep. Kasper: I believe this business trains dogs for all kinds of things; they are looking at 
expanding the training to include service dogs. 

Chairman Delzer: Do we have any veterans in North Dakota that are using one of these 
dogs for this purpose and if so where did they get trained and who paid for the dog? 

Rep. Kasper: I don't recall from the testimony that there had been any service dogs that 
had been trained and placed yet. 

Rep. Grande: Last session we had a few people come in that have dogs trained for PTSD. 
She was there that day and wanted reimbursement from the Department of Veterans' 
Affairs. She would have had the ability to apply for the granting in the postwar trust fund. I 
did not hear back from her if they granted her the money. 
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09:30 
Chairman Delzer: Did you follow up with Veterans' Affairs if there is anything in code that 
restricts them from doing this right now with their earnings they have? Right now they have 
not spent all their earnings plus the carry forward. 

Rep. Kasper: That discussion did not come up. 

Chairman Delzer: Further questions? Thank you. 

Rep. Pollert: There is currently a waiting list of veterans waiting for benefits and maybe 
you brought it up when you talked about veterans affairs and veterans home and I was told 
they had approved around $70,000 for equipment for the veterans home and they have a 
waiting list for people for dentures so we are getting emails asking how come they are 
doing that? That is not our responsibility. So if you add the service dogs to that as well 
there is going to be a longer waiting list. 

Chairman Delzer: They would put them in the same guise and they would have to decide. 

Rep. Grande: That's been my question all along when we dealt with some of these bills 
earlier the question was what has happened with the van money that we had last time? 
What has happened to the allocations that were done? Do we know where we are at with 
those things so we know where to apply the monies? This women veteran I spoke to, if it 
were not for her dog, she would not have been mentally capable of leaving her home. They 
are extremely important when you are dealing with a PTSD situation. 

Chairman Delzer: We have a number of options on the motions, and not a lot of time. 

Rep. Grande made a motion to shall consider; we take out the guidelines of for 
service dogs; see a reporting mechanism detailed back as to how they do this and 
how many applied so we know the department of veterans affairs actually did their 
job when it came to getting these service dogs to the people. 

Rep. Brandenburg seconded 

Chairman Delzer: We have a motion to adopt .2006 with a change of deleting #4 service 
dogs; leave $1 2,500 and shall study to shall consider study and put a reporting 
requirements on there on who many applied; how many received and some sort of 
evaluation. What is your idea there? Some sort of evaluation of benefits compared to the 
cost. 

Discussion: 

Rep. Skarphol: I have a concern about the service dog reference. 

Rep. Guggisberg: If we are going to bring this down to $1 2,500 for a pilot project maybe 
we should also look at doing another $1 2,500 for other things? 
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Chairman Delzer: We have not addressed the money yet. 

Rep. Grande: Service dog is a type of assistance dog specifically trained to help people 
who have disabilities including visual difficulty; hearing impaired; mental illness, censures; 
diabetes; autism and more. I believe it characterizes enough to include PTSD. 

Voice vote carries 

Rep. Grande: we looked further, we have the mental health service dog and they actually 
list in there their definition PTSD and other conditions and mood disorders. Maybe we do 
want to further amend to be mental health service dogs. I f  we narrow it, what if we have 
veterans that are coming back and missing the limbs and it is the dog that is doing the 
retrieving work and as their service dog type thing and I would not want to limit that ability. 

Chairman Delzer: I'd be hesitant about putting mental health service dog into the bill. What 
are the committee's wishes? 

Rep. Bellew Moved Do Pass as Amended; Seconded by Rep. Boe. 

Chairman Delzer: We haven't addressed whether or not the federal government does 
anything on this. It is over and above what we have done for the veterans on other things. 

Vote: 16 Yes 6 No 0 Absent Carrier: Rep. Bellow 

Closed. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO.  2344 

I n  lieu of the amendments adopted by the House as printed on page 1 235 and divided on 
page 1 243 of the House Journal , Engrossed Senate Bil l  No.  2344 is amended as fol lows: 

Page 1 ,  after line 8 , insert: 

" 1 . A payment under this section may be made by the d epartment of veterans' 
affairs only upon the completion of a service dog's trai n ing. 

2 .  Payment may not exceed $1 2 ,500 per service dog. 

SECTION 2. VETERANS SERVICE DOG TRAINING - LEGISLATIVE 
MANAGEMENT REPORT. The department of veterans' affairs shal l  provide a report to 
the legislative management during the 2013 -14 interim regard ing the status of the 
service dog training program, including benefits to veterans,  number of applicants, and 
n u m ber of service d ogs provided . "  

Renumber accordingly 

Page No .  1 13 .0 85 8.0 200 7 
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ROLL CAL L  VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. z..?>LiY 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Counci l  Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken : D Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Amended lXJ Adopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

Motion Made By ---'-�-'-"�£fr-· _b-vn...::.__:=.:--�=--- Seconded By e'¥ 3m�� 
Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes 

Chairman Delzer Rep. Streyle 
Vice Chairman Kempenich Rep. Thoreson 
Rep. Bel lew Rep.  Wieland 
Rep. Brandenburg 
Rep. Dosch 
Rep. Grande Rep. Boe 
Rep. Hawken Rep.  Glassheim 
Rep. Kreidt Rep. Guggisberg 
Rep. Martinson Rep. Holman 
Rep. Monson Rep. Wil l iams 
Rep. Nelson 
Rep. Pollert 
Rep.  Sanford 
Rep. Skarphol 

Total Yes No 

No 

-------------------------------------

Absent 

F loor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

s�tl 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2344, as engrossed and amended: Appropriations Committee (Rep. Delzer, 

Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended , 
recommends DO PASS ( 1 6  YEAS, 6 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTI NG). 
Engrossed S B  2344, as amended , was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

I n  l ieu of the amendments adopted by the House as printed on page 1 235 and divided on 
page 1 243 of the House Journal ,  Engrossed Senate Bi l l  No. 2344 is amended as follows: 

Page 1 ,  after line 8,  insert: 

" 1 . A payment u nder this section may be made by the department of 
veterans' affairs only upon the completion of a service dog's training. 

2 . Payment may not exceed $ 1 2,500 per service dog. 

SECTION 2. VETERANS SERVICE DOG TRAINING - LEGISLATIVE 
MANAGEMENT REPORT. The department of veterans' affairs shall provide a report 
to the legislative management during the 20 1 3- 1 4  interim regarding the status of the 
service dog training program, including benefits to veterans, number of applicants, 
and number of service dogs provided."  

Renumber accord ingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_65_004 
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N O RTH DAKOTA SENATE 

STATE CAPITOL 
600 EAST BOULEVARD 

B I S MARCK, ND 58505-0360 

Senate Bill 2344 

Service Dogs for Veterans 

COMMITTEES: 
Agricu ltu re 

Finance and Taxation 

February 7, 20 1 3  

Chairman Dever, and members of the Government and Veterans Affairs committee, thank you 

for the opportunity to address you all today on this very important matter. 

This b ill is to provide an appropriation of $50,000 dollars to the Dept. of Veterans Affairs for the 

purpose of training service dogs to assist veterans with Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). This 

b ill also contains language to provide a legislative study for the purpose examining the various tax 

incentives and other veteran focused programs that the state offers. 

About five years ago I was sitting at a veteran function listening to a speaker talk about PTSD. 

It was alarming to me to learn about the intensity of the struggle so many veterans have with PTSD. 

I, not being a veteran, have not experienced the situations our veterans have faced and therefore had 

not been able to relate. The speaker opened my eyes to the issue and helped me build a connection. 

I was further made aware of the alarming suicide statistics among veterans. Since 200 1 ,  220 

North Dakota Veterans have taken their lives. Not including numbers from last year. To make a 

comparison we have lost 26 North Dakotans in the I raq and Afghan wars. 

Two years ago a constituent of mine approached me about providing funding for this program 

se she knows firsthand the benefits it has provided her in dealing with PTSD. She was able to 

receive some money from a special grant but this was not widely available. As a result, th is bill has 

mailto:joetmiller@nd.gov
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been created to beg in a program that wil l hopeful ly curta i l the horrifying statistics and g ive other 

veterans a tool in  deal ing with the trai ls of war. 

I have witnessed individuals with service dogs. Their l ives have improved d rastical ly. The 

dogs give them a companion that is fiercely loyal and trained to keep the veteran out of the darkness 

of depression and isolation. This program, this tra in ing and these dogs are saving l ives of your  most 

honored citizens. 

Thank you for you r  consideration . 

Senator Joe Mi l ler 
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Lonnie Wangen 
Commissioner 

ND DVA 

SB 2344 

Chairman Dever and Government & Veterans Affairs Committee Members, 

I would like to ask for your support of SB 2344. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 

is a real i llness which greatly affects the quality of lives for well over 3 5% of our veterans. PTSD 

is also a large contributing factor in the alarming rate of suicides within our veteran community. 

Nationally it is estimated that a veteran will successfully commit suicide every 80 minutes which 

results in over 6,000 suicides per year. The 20 1 2  Suicide numbers for North Dakota have not 

been released yet. But in 20 1 1  North Dakota had 25 Veteran Suicides. As a comparison we have 

lost 26 North Dakotans in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq since 200 1 .  We have lost over 220 

North Dakotan Veterans to suicide since 200 1 (without the 20 1 2  numbers) .  

I have heard stories o f  how these dogs have saved the lives o f  our veterans. I believe you 

wil l  hear some of these stories today. I would like to ask that you support this bill so we can 

continue to care for our most at risk veterans as they deal with the traumas of war. 

Thank you, 

Lonnie Wangen 
Commissioner 
ND DVA 
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PROPOSED A M E N D M E NT TO SENATE B I LL NO 2344 

Page 1, l ine 13, after "services. " insert "The legislative ma nagement shal l  co nsider st udying cu rrent 

state and federa l  benefits ava i l a b l e  to No rth Da kota vetera ns . "  

R e n u m ber acco rd i ngly 
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NORTH DA KOTA VETERANS COORDINATING COUNCIL 

My name is John Jaco bsen. I am a member of the Legis lat ive 

Committee of the North Dakota Veterans Coord inating 

Counc i l .  I am also a member of the A merican Legion and the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

I served in the North Dakota National Guard and the U S  

Army Reserve for a total o f  3 0  years. I ret ired in  1995 as a 

Co lonel . I served on active duty in 1991 during Operation 

Desert Shie ld/ Desert storm in the Pers ian Gu l f ,  stationed in 

the United Arab Emi rates. 

The Coordinating Counci l  is made up of 15 members , 3 from 

each of the f ive veterans' organizat ions in North Dakota. 

American Leg ion 

AM VETS 

D isabled American Veterans 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

It is the po l icy of the Coordinat ing Counc i l  to support 

legis lat ion that w i l l  benef it the welfare of the members of 

the Armed Forces.  The committee MUST concur total ly , that 

is a l l  15 members must agree on the l egis lation to be 

supported or e lse it does not get the support. 

In this case,  I have been instructed to recommend to th is 

legis lative committee that a " D O  PASS" on S B  2 344 is 

supported by the Veterans Coordinating Counc i l .  
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COMMITTEES: 
Agriculture 

Fi nance and Taxation 

Chairman Kasper, and members of the Government and Veterans Affairs committee, good morning 

and thank you for this opportun ity to address you all on this very important matter. 

This bil l is to provide an a ppropriation of $50,000 dol lars to the Dept. of Veterans Affa irs for the purpose 

01 tra in ing service dogs to assist veterans with posttraumatic stress d isorder (PTSD).  This bil l also contains 

lang uage to provide a leg is lative study for the purpose examin ing the various tax incentives and other veteran 

focused programs that the state offers. 

About five years ago I was sitting at a veteran function l isten ing to a speaker talk about PTSD. I t  was 

alarming to me to learn about the intensity of the struggle so many veterans have with PTSD.  I ,  not bening a 

veteran ,  have not experienced the situations our veterans have faced and therefore had not been able to 

relate. The speaker opened my eyes to the issue and helped me bui ld a connectio n .  

I was further a larmed b y  the by the suicide statistics among o u r  veterans.  S ince 2001 , over 220 North 

Dakota Veterans have taken their own l ives. To make a com parison we have lost 26 Nort h  Dakotans in  the 

I raq and Afghan wars in the past decade. 

Two years ago a constituent of m ine approached me about providing fund ing for this program because 

she has first-hand experience with the benefits of these service dogs in com bati ng PTS D.  She was able to 

; ive some money from a special  grant that at the t ime was not widely avai lable .  As a result this b i l l  has 

been offered to beg in a state prog ram that wi l l  hopefu l ly  curta i l  the horrifying statistics and g ive other veterans 

a tool in deal ing with the tria ls of war. 

mailto:joetmiller@nd.gov
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2344 

In lieu of the amendments adopted by the House as printed on page 1 235 of the House 
Journal, Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2344 is amended as follows: 

Page 1, after line 8 , insert: 

"1 . A payment under this section may be made by the department of veterans' 
affairs only upon the completion of a service dog's training. 

2 .  The department of veterans' affairs may not pay for the training of more 
than four service dogs under this section and no payment may exceed 
$1 2,5 00."  

Renumber accordingly 
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